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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Genderdimensions are particularly relevant oorést issues at communitgvel and whilsivomen play

a key role in forest managemerghortages of timber and netimber forest products are known to

LI NI AOdz F NI & FFFF¥FSOG 62YSyQa fA0Sa | yRFaluledSt A K?2:
integrate gender considerationsiay lead to longerm political and ecological dynamics that have
LINEF2dzy R AYLIX AOIFGA2ya T2N 62YSYyQa dyidahib@HESyYy i A
management.This in turn, may jeopardizehe long termsuccess of efforts to reduamissions from
deforestation and forest degradation, and hinder effortsdonserve and sustainably manage forest

stocks.

For Nigeriato contribute to climate change mitigation through improved forest conservation and
enhancing sustaable community livehoods, the REDD+ mechanism has been activasiag Cross
River State @R¥yas a demonstration modeRside from having relatively high forest coveCR$as
demonstrated the political wifor REDD-as well as haa track record itommunity forest management
and an engagement in forest conservatioAdditionally,one of the priorities of REDD+ readiness in
Nigeria and CRS has been identifiedjasde equalityand social incluen and thus steps have been
takento address gender issues by promotiagenderapproachwithin REDD+ projecisrogrammes
Such efforts have includedecognizingwomen as full and valuable members of society, or as
stakeholdes in forest management and REDD+ initiativéswever, within these programmes the
critical role womenplay as holders of local and indigenous knowledge and as agents of change and
community cohesion at thivcal levehas been one key element that has been neglected

Nigeria, for instanceisa couriry rich in indigenous knowledggnd valuegractices which havkelped

women to thrive in isolated yet sedufficient communitiesndpromote forest sustaiability. These local
indigenous knowledge systenasnong womenhave promoted sustainablemanagement offorests as
expressed in their respect to customalgws pertaining to land rightand biodiversity protection
However, these knowledge systems are slowly disappearing due to the changing needs and interests of
the indigenous peoples as well as a lack of advocacy effortadaking them known.This Information

Note attempts toaddresshis issueby acknowledgingnd recognizingg 2 Y S gfifical efforts around
sustainablemanagement oforests. In this process, it highlights 2 Y S ys@ aéf indigenous knowledge
systemdo address climate change aitd effect on communitieandthe vital role women play in forest
conservation. Tiough this discussion, theportanceof and needo cortinuously support programmes

that protect the traditional valueof indiger2 dzd 1y 2 6f SR3IS Ay b A 8uddglthe Yy R ¢
sustainable use of forest resourcedl be illustrated



BACKGROUND
Gender and REDD+

Women and men havdifferentiated, butvaluable knowledge, skills and roles in forest resources and
managemet. Thesevaryingroles and experiencesnust be carefully considered when developing
national strategies for REDD+ programm&file both areinvolvedin planting, protecting oraring for
seedlings and small treeazs well as in planting and maintainihngmestead woodlots and plantatioms
public landsthe roles and tasks they undertake in this work va&rgr examplemen are often more likely

to be inwlved in extracting timber andon-timber forest products NTFPsjor commercial purposes,
whilst womentypically gather forest products for fudencing, food for the family, fodder fdivestock
and raw materials to produceatural medicines, all of wbi help toincrease family income

In spite of the critical role they play, women (and often other marginalized groups, such as indigenous
people, the poor, girls, youth, etcg) given various socieconomic and cultural inequalities and legal
impedimens, particularly within the forest sectarcontinue to experience ongoing exclusion that limit
their ability to fully participate in, contribute to, and benefit from forest conservation and REDD+ éfforts
Given these dynamics, it is critical that deliterafforts are taken to ensure REDD+ integrates a gender
perspective, wherein the concerns and experiencebath women and men are an equitable and
integral part of design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, so that women and men benefit
equally, Ay Sljdz- t Ade A& y20 LISNLIS{dzZ §SRY | y RhusYdedza Ay S:
incorporation ofa gender pergective in REDD+helps toensurethe equitableintegrationof the wealth

of uniqueknowledge, skills and experiercef both women and men both of which are vital to
successfuREDPErelated initiatives

Box 1: Gender terms

Gender equality The achievement of women and men enjoying equal rights, responsibilities an
opportunities. The interests, needs and priorities of both women and men are taken into
consideration, while also recognizing the diversity of different groups of women and men. Gen
Sldzt t AGe Aa y20 I ¢2YSyQa A aadz waldaworiek. 2t does
y2i YSIy GKFG 62YSYy YR YSy gAtft 06S02YS (K
opportunities will not depend on whether they are born male or female.

22YSyQa SYLPhé &Nrangagency of every woman to shapeown destiny, exercis
her rights and make her own choices. Women's empowerment has five components: women's
sense of selfvorth; their right to have and to determine choices; their right to have access to
opportunities and resources; their right t@athe the power to control their own lives, both within ar
outside the home; and their ability to influence the direction of social change to create a more |
social and economic order, nationally and internationally.




Gender mainstreaming (alsoreferréfl2 | & GAYy G SANFr GAy3a I IBDgRS
process of assessing and integrating the implications of any planned action on women and me
well as including specific provisions for gender equality, including in legislation, policies or

programmes. It is a systematic approach for ensuring the concerns and experiences of women
men are an integral part of the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies a
programmes in all political, economic and societal spheres, soatbiaten and men benefit equally,
and inequality is not perpetuated. The ultimate goal of gender mainstreaming is to achieve ger
equality3

1UN Women Concepts and Definitions on Gender Mainstreaming, available: ai:

2UN Secretariat, Inteagency Task Force on the Implementation of the International Conference on Population and
5SSt 2LIYSyidQa tNRBINIYYS 2F | OlA2yT WDdii RSt ASEa 2y 2
3United Nations Economic and Social Council Agreed Conclusions,, E8@il&ble at:

REDD+ Action in Nigeria

TheUN-REDDProgramme (UMREDD)a UNCollaborative Initiatie on REDD+ betwedfAQ UNDPand
UNEPRhas been a key player in the field of REDD+, building a knowledge base and supporting countries
in the phases of REDD+ readiness and implementafidr key to the success of HREDD knowledge
management strategy lsabeen that it ensures that the information providedeédiable, upto-date and
comprehensivé, Additionally UN-REDD has been taking active steps to systematically promote gender
equalityands 2 Y Sy Qa S Y liddtsstppdftSo/cauntriesplacingstrong emphass on utilizing a
proactive and integrated approach on gendéross River Stateasthe pioneer of REDDixi Nigerig and

in 2016, with support from UNREDDIt entered into the REDD-Readiness Phasevith national and
international teamsworking to develogREDD-#trategies for implementationUNDP/UNRED [provided
technical assistance for analytical studiedive thematic ared$which were integrated int@n Issues

and ptions report that informed the Stte and ultimately National REDD+ Strategied federal and
state levelsEach of thesstudies addsignificant information andbring new knowledge thashouldbe
captured, codifiedand disseminated to relevant stakeholderbtus,to help promotesuch knevledge
exchange a knowledge managment strategy for Cross Rivers Statas alsareated whereinemphasis

was placed on addressing country needsrdbgh the development of knowledge management
products’

It isbecoming increasingly clear that more strategil targetednterventions need to be designed
the REDD+eadness pocess in Nigeriayhichexplicitly and meaningfullgonsiderthe critical role that
women, in addition to menplay in forest communities. In this veinthis Information Note suggests a
procesdo translate indigenous local knowledge irknowledge management activities and produais
that can ultimatelyempowerwomento contribute to REDD+ relatatkcisionsThisNote will attempt

to offer unique insights about the economipcial and cultural dimensions affecting women in forest


http://bit.ly/1KRudf5
http://bit.ly/16IzORz
http://bit.ly/1TiO3kU

dependent conmunities in Cross Rivers State and propose specific recommendations to address
gender gaps.

INTRODUCTION

Nigeria is the most popul@unation in Africa, with over Damillion population living in an expanse of
923,768km2, coveringover ninei ecological zones. The diversity and contrasts shown in the landscape
are also visible in the people themselves, with o280 ethnic groups, languages and cultures.

h@SNJ cbn LISNI O@stsihave direabyl&es didaredQand rore than 50% of forested areas
GKFG NBYFAY Ay (GKS O2dzyiNBE |INB F2dzyR Ay / NRaa w
tree species are only found in Cross River State. The State is considered onédfasiebiodiversity
NEASNBSa Ay Fff 2F !I'FNARAOIF FyR Aa LINLG 2F GKS abD
rich diversity of primates, birds, butterflies, plants, reptiles, amphibians and other species.

The economy of Cross River t8tés heavily reliant on both timber and ndimber forest products

(NTFB) for revenue generationSeveral key NTFP resources are identified as having an especially
important economic role withirthe date and are major sources of revenue bothitoligenes and non

indigenes alike. Thesesources include bush mangdaAg,Carpolobiaattle sticksRandiaandGarcinia
chewsicks, rattan canes and bushmeat. Since the ban on timber in Cross River State in 2012, the NTFPs
have become even more important togHivelihoods of forest communities.

Cross River States hapapulation of2.89 million comprised of mostly rural communitigsom eight
major ethnic groups (see Table 1 below), wh@ aroundupland dense humid forest&ommercial
plantations, floodplan forests, wetlands, savannah, woodlands andngrovesin the south.Women
from these communities heavilely on he forest for their livelihoods ansharemanycommonalities,
in terms of livelihood options and cultural practices that relate to theintitg as people of thdorest.

Table 1: Major Ethnic groups in Cross Rivers State.

Ethnic | Efik Ekoi Ejagham | Bako Bete Boki Mbembe | Other
Group
% 28.0 16.0 155 13.7 12.0 7.0 6.9 0.9

In Nigeria, women and youth, given various political, se@onomic and cultural barriers they face, are
often marginalized in traditional, customary and formabgesses, which can lead to them having
unequal access to information and legal processes and not being involved in decadiong processes
on REDD-Rural women not only make up a disproportionate number of rural psbich would account



for 60% of theNigerian population, but are moreulnerable than rural men to econonmstiocks and the
deterioration of natural resourcesAdditionally the role of women who earn their living froforest
products (FPs) enterprisds usuallyignored insustainable forst managementand private sector
initiatives.And whilerural women largely sustain the Nigerian rural economy and its urban food security
they are also generally marginalized in terms of access to land for farming, face inequalities around
customary sysims with tenure rights predominantly skewed favour of male members of the
communities, have little involvement in management of financial resources and fewer opportunities to
build their capacities to alter these trends. This situation makes it difffoulwomen to contribute
effectively to food security and sustainable natural resources management, including around REDD+
FOGA2Y® | 2dzy3d dzy YI NNASR 62YSy I NB LI NI A OdzZ | NI &
groups, nor are actively involvad the male dominated youth group in which society classifies them,
Ff 0K2dzZ3K GKS& LINBGARS | fFNBS LRNIA2Yy 2F 20! f
resources as their male and/or older female counterp&rtishas also been reportkthat discriminatory
customary and cultural practices in the country can deny women and poor men access to land, wherein
only 7.2% of land is owned by women in Nigé&ria.

However, ly examining the opportunitiesvomen havein accessing resources and markéor their
products the REDD+eadiness process at the federal and state lepatsuldsupportthe development
of strategies, whiclin turn canhelp address some of these gender inequalities afifier womena better
chance tamprove theirlivelihoods.

In this regardresearchers (Oxfam 2012/2013)ave recognizethat there are several factorsvhichcan
play a role anaffect the empowerment of womewithin Nigerig as slbown in figurel below.
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Based on these factortheseresearchersalso identifiedthe followingfour key outcomes in leadership

programmes for womenwhichwere alsoare useful to consideandaddresss K S y
empowerment

LINEY2(GAy3

1. Improving selfperception This involves shiftsin attitudes to the position women, %Y Sy Q &

rights and sharing household duties.

2. Improving public engagementThisinvolves an increase in the power of women to influence

communities and encourages them to take part in more group activities.

3. Increasing control over resourcedhisinvolves improved access to credit and ownership of

strategic assets.

4. Household decisiommaking Thisinvolves the ability to make more inputs to household and

productive decisions.

Thesefactorsand outcomesrovide a constructive framework to anal if and how activitiesaround

the sustainable management of forestsd REDDare addressing inequalities betweammen and men

andwhether and where gapsontinue toexist. Thisframeworkfurther illustrates thatexcluding women

from public engagement ahhousehold decisionsanaffect their lives and livelihoodandmay in turn

reinforce existing societal and institutional structures that marginalize women. Therefore, engagement

g
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of women in REDDOs critical as ibelps toincrea® their access to and entitlements ovierestresources
that theyaredependent onas well asncreasestheir access teotential benefits thatwould beaccruel
from REDD+.

To first understandhe current situation ofvomen in Cros®iver State around forests and forest use
this Information Noteassesssindigenousvomerg lacal knowledge related tche impact of harvesting
of bush mango, afang leavgsalm oil production anthe use of fuelwoodnd highlightswomenQ vital
role in forest conservation Then using the factors above as a guide,evaluates existing
cultural/traditional practicesof the women ofCross RiveState (which helps create a solid knowledge
base for generabns to come, as well aproposesspecific recomrandations to addresanygender gaps
and barriersin womerQ & S Y LJ2 sSSidveBominendations can then be appliedhe REDD+
readiness process at the federal and state levels moving forward



l. BUSH MANG CULTIVATION

Box 1: Common Names for the Bush Mango
Irvingia gabonensis & |. wombq(lvingiaceae)

bush mangaivern.);bojep (Boki);ogbono(Igbo);uyo (Efik);uyo (Ibibio)

Head portering kernels of bush mangtn{ingia gabonensiy Ekuri, NigeriaPhotographer Terry Sunderland

Women andyouth are particularly involved in harvesting bush mangos in Cross RiversNstetidruits

are colleted from the forest or from farm and farfallow and local &milies have been known to move
G2 GSYLR2NI NE &0dzaK Kwehdr tBey inay Rve BiLa week or loRgBTha@y RISGS &
process thdruits collected in compounds farms.
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Kernels of theF NHJzZA &4 2 F . dzZAK Yl y323 OFff SR WdzZZANRQ Ay L
additive popular in southern Nigeria. They are processed by grinding and crushing, and then used to
thicken soups and stews. The kernels are also made into a cakedsround preservation and easy

use. Edible oil is extracted from the seed that is usetbimking. In its solidtates,it is beingused as a
substitute for cocoa butter, and for soapaking Unlike the fruit pulp of most othelrvingia species,

which & bitter, the pulp of the fruit of. gabonensiss juicy, sweet and eaten fresh.

The harvest and sale of bush mango issgansource of income for rural communities, not omyCross
River State but throughout the geographic rangetaf specie¥'. Houséolds arereported to devote,

on averagepetween 2% and 5% of their annual expenditurelafingia productslt is estimatedthat
there is a demand for 78.8 million kilogrammesbash mango per year; and 80% of this demand is in
the southern parts of Neyia. Its consumption iBmited by supply and high price8 socieeconomic
survey undertaken in the ABBashu group ofommunitiesof Cross Rivers Statietermined that 91% of
households were involved in the collection asdle of bush mango. This repests a mean annual
income of N33,750; or 50% of thetal household incom¥.

It is estimated that an investmerih Bush mango plantation per hectare of lapould raise profits of
aroundNaira2,054,188.32 ($12838.6,/owever this would require strengtining thecapabilities of the
smallholderdo accessmall and medium scale forms of capital from cooperative societiesp-finance
houses, gricultural finance institutions as well as goveremh credit facilities at locaktate andfederal
levels.

BOX2: Uses of the Bush Mangdrvingia
1) Food

Fruit pulp-Fresh Consumption

Kernel-Soup condiment

2) Traditional/Cultural

Split seed shelPrediction
3) Environmental

Windbreak
4) Medicine

Leaf for dysentery and wound dresgi
5) Other uses

Mature fruits for ripening bananas and plantains.

Thee is no evidence of the full economic valueboh mango and the potential benefitscould offer
to women in the state Therefore, thisis an opportunityto engagethe privae sector in exploring
opportunitiesfor enhancing the cultivation leading to strongrpply chainThe marketing structurér

11



the Bush mango shows that women greedominantly involved at the diector level and their level of
participation diminishes ashe product moves up the trade chainn general, processing and
transformation ofmost forest products, the activity that often adds the greatest value at thaint in

the marketing chain, is undertaken and controlled predominantlyri®n and businessgwople from
outside the statelgbo and Ibibio traders who transport large quantities to warehouse facilities outside
of Cross River Statbuy mostthe bush mangahat is harvestedMany of these same buyers also travel
to Cameroon where significant amownof bush mango are purchased and transported across the
border.

Recommendations

The lack of tangibland equitablebenefitsfor women farmers andommunitiesin generain Cross River
State fromthe harvest and sal®f NTFB, such as the bustmango,is a significant constraint to their
sustainable managemenbevelopingralue chains for bush mangenhich arealsofocused on increasing
and diversifying incomesquitably forwomen and men and male and female youtan notonly help to
reduce pessure orforest timber products but canalso provide sustainable livelihood alternatives for
all involved

Below are suggested activities@addresghis challengeandempowerand involvevomenand youth (in
addition to men)in the forest products supply chain:

+ Undertake gnderresponsiveanalytical studies and value chain analysristii@ Bush Mango in
Cross Rivestate.

+ Undertake lousehold studieslocumentingthe hurdlesand challengeszomen, men and female
and maleyouth farmers across the stat@ce in engaging in value chains for bush mango

+ Hold private sector workshopgo explore opportunities for value chain enhancementd to
assess options tmvolve women men and youth farmemnore effectivelyin these processes

+ Undertakecapacity building workshogs train expertsandwomen and merextension workers
and communiy membersonY 2 NB S prat€34ing gndl storage techniquasd cultivation

+ Government to provide upport and guidanceto strengthen producer associationand
enterprises, with a focus omarginalizedgroupsin remote communities(e.g. women, youth,
ethnic communities, etc.)

+ Collectportfolio of data and information on the bush mamgo be stored on the NigeriREDB
website, asa key resource for researchers.

+ Develop longterm ecological studies of botlspecies of bush mango to determine the
sustainability of the bush mango.

12



.  AFANG CULTIVATION

Box 2 Common Names fakfang

Gnetum africanum & Gnetum buchhotzium (Gnetaceae)

afang(Efik);afang(Ibibio);ukasi(lgbo);eruru (Yala)

Credit: Bioversity International/M.Elias
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Thesecond most importanNTFHrom Cross RiveBtateis the edible leaves calledafangthat grow on

the forest liana treeswhichare a staple food pragct throughout West and Central Africa apibvide a
significant source of protein, amino acids and mineral elemeitscemost stakeholders are female
(69%), and usefang leaf revenues to meet basic needs for their households, the gender and
development aspects of this trade are significaltie harvest and sale of afang represents an important
economic ativity for many rural peoplén Cross River Stasand providebenefits to an estimated 11,000
plus people in Cameroon and Nigeridt is estimated thatit represents about33.5% of thetotal
householdincome of the Abu Bashu communities Cross Rive8ate and brought in a meaannual
revenue of N22,360.t is also estimated that 530 metri¢ons ofafang is collected and traded within
CrossRiver State ois exportedto other consumer regions. A further 800 metidns crosses the border
from Cameroon, however, a good proportion of this importedterial is shippd direcly to Oron in
Akwalbom State. A conservative estimate aghe annual value of the tradef afang is N53 million.

Value chain analysisaibeenused to gather information on stakeholders involved in tfaue chain

from forest to consumer (small scale hasters, traders, transporters, exporters and consumers), and

on the socioeconomic values, volumes, sustainability and governance in major production areas and
markets in Cameroon and Nigetiarhe results show thattdeast 2,550 people work across the aha

which has seven main routes from forest to consumé¥fangcontributes on average to 62% of a
KFENBSAGSNRa Fyydzf Ay O2 Y SafadgheEead inpomés ntrénses f6r3hoiey RSy
further from the forest, providing an average of 75% of r&dla omIHcy | {bP0O | yR
annual incomes (7,000 US$). Thetter-organisedNigerian wholesalers earn almost double their
Cameroonian counterparts.

The afang leaveare eaten cookedr fresh by almost albocial classes and communities acrofgeNa
occasionally distilled into alcohol, and served atturally important ceremoniesThe leaves are
traditionally used to treat enlarged spleen, herpesghase childbirth, sore throats and hangovers.

Increasingly, howevethis commerce has becommsustainableandafangisincreasingly vulnerable in

the Southwest and Littoral regions, due to a combination of the vulnerable ecological characteristics of
the species, high harvest levels, unsustainable harvest techniques ankl af lsgulatory control and
enforcement.Currently the value chains are almost completely dependent upon wild soafaad

The majorityof afang leaves are collected from primary or secondary forest abdut 21% from
customary villagewned forest, with free and open access for the communi@fthough, G.
buchholzianumis preferred bymany buyersit is nowless abundant and most prone to habitat loss, due
to its primary forest preference. Thguality of G. africanumhas also beemeported to diminish when
forest cover is removedt has been reported thahe leaves, which are stronger, darker and larger, are
obtained from primary forests, whilst thiewer qualityleaves areassociated with secondary forests,
plantations or farmland agin. These threats together with rising population density, deforestation and
degradationmake the species vulnerable to ovexploitation.

14



Asmuch as 75% dhe afang harvested is exported from Cross River Stateansportedto central
markets in themajor cities of the easterntates of Nigeria (Aba, Abakaliki, Ikot Ekpene, EnQguerri,
Uyo) and furtherfield toLagos. The dealers concerned with the export tradeusually Igbo and Ibibio.
Howeverthe domestianarketis dominated byndigenes of fbss River State and collectors themselves
may often sell directly t@onsumers at roadsides and in market places. A greatountof afang is
consumedat the rural level without entering the market system at any point.

Thetypical harvester is middiaged female married with a household of five, primary school educated,

OGN @SttAYy3 2y I @SNFr3IAS p 1Y Ayd2 (iSkBe taketiviBchilirert 2 NJ |
along. School children and students also harvest during holiday periods. Many vesenetuctant to

travel to markets, due the lack of transport, high travel costs, long distances, and unwillingness to leave
farm and family However,the typical trades, retailers, processors, exporters, buyers and restaurant
owners and even importerare also femalelt is therefore a predominantly female value chain, with
better-educated women secondary school or above) appearing further up the value chain. Men who are
involved in the traddnclude knife and cutlass sharpeners, transporters, traditi@uahorities, police,
gendarmes, quarantine and customs officials, staff of the Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Forestry
and Wildlife (MinFoF) and Coundilsllecting local market taxes.

Recommendations

The value chain analysis of afang indicates that there are ample opportunities for market structure
interventions to improve profitability and sustainability of the dea

Since existing governance structures are weak and poorly enforced, over 50% of the crop is collected in
ways which are unsustainable. Therefore, new governance structures shalsoloe developed as part

of the REDD+ strategy for Cross River Statepdlmnce conservation needs with development
imperatives.Further, more knowledge transfeinitiatives shouldbe encouraged withithe country to
support orrgoing conservation effortsFor instance,n Akwa lbom State,here are goodpractice
initiatives in the form of afang cultivation on compound gardens (communifardens), which is a
tradition that couldrelievethe pressure on the forest.

Below are additional suggested activitiesvhich can simultaneouslyhelp to promote the more
sustainable prodction of afangwvhile alsobuildingcapacityand strengtheimgthe rolesof womenin the
afang value chain

+ Reduce pressure on existirgangforestsuppliesghrough ntrodudion ofinnovations to improve
storage and reduce perishability of the crop, which in tawold alsoenhance the export vagy
reduce postharvestlosses, andeduceunsustainable harvest techniques

15



Learning from established good practicesg( Akwa Ibom StatelLimbe Btanic Gardenin
Cameroort), explore optionsto domesticate &ang, thereby helping to address its over
exploitation anderosionof habitatin the wild

Through soutksouth knowledge, build capacigmongwomen involved in the afang value chain
on good pratices around sustainable af@ production.

Develop and implement eommunicationcampaignamong women and men within the afang
value chairo highlight the conservation andistainability issues regardindeag cultivation and
trade.

Providewomen entrepreneurswithin the afang value chain with viabéend accessiblénance
options to help support them in investing and undertaking more sustainable afang production
methods.

Undertakecapacitybuilding workshops and trainingmong woma and men within the afang
value chairon community based cultivation of afang

Developgenderresponsive analyticadtudies and value chain analysis &angin CrossRiver
State.

Collect and dissemate knowledge orwomen across the entire vatuchain, using video
documentariesand in depth investigativestories to gain a uniquesight into this trade

16



lll.  PALM OIL PRODUCTION

http://thenationonlineng.net/wp  -content/uploads/2015/07/Qil _ -production.jpg

PEOPLE PRODUCING PALM OIL IN OKUBUCHI-IRRUAN, BOKI LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF CROSS
RIVER ON SUNDAY

For millions ofvomen in Nigeriaoil palm cultivation is a waof life, but the industrjhas been through

I f2y3 RAFTFAOMAZ G R24yGdzNYZ A0GFNIAY3I 2FNRBIK S KOS N
production, whichhas now fallen to 7% of the total global output.

Over 80% of production comes from dispersed alnolders who harvest semmiild plants and use

manual processing techniquéa/omen carry out the processing of the fruits into vegetablestérting

with the harvestingof ripe fruits, which growin clusters weighing between 28D kilos. The women work
communally irsmall groupsThe harvested fruits are cut into smaller clusters and sprinkled with water,

and then, covered with thick jute bags or banana leaves to aid fermentation and make it easy for the
seeds to be picked easily from its spiky stalks.

Two or three days after, the seeds are picked, washed and pacteulon drums and boiled. Fire kindled
from gathered firewood is usually prepared a night before and at intervals, rekindled to keep the fire
cooking constantly hot. As early as 4 or 5 alnme boiled seeds whose fleshy pericarp has become soft
and tender are scooped with a small basket or sieve bowl into an eartvdtugiortar, which has been
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fitted with a metal drum. The boiled seeds are then pounded with a wooden pestle to separdiesimg
pericarp from its hard kernel seeds.

The finished product may be further stored in larger metal drums awaiting buyers who come to buy them
from the women and transported to other town&maller quantitiesire then take to the local market

for sab. Manywomen in Cross RiveBtate have earned substantial incomigom this trade at a
commercial level, but the majority in forest dependent communities hsivaply supplemented their
subsistence level incoes with palm oil production or jushade enoughor personal useStudie$"' have

shown that women use almost all thelarningsfrom marketing agricultural products to meet household
needs.Men, on the oher hand use at least 25 %f their earnings for other purposes.

The palm treeareoften foundon small pockets of land rathétan plantations andnost parts ofeastern
Nigeria bear secondary regrowth forestsith the oil palm tree biang the dominant tree species.
Nevertheless largescale commercial plantations of palm dib also exig, and growing international
demandfor this product hagontributed significantly to deforestation and forest degradatiblowever,
manylarge-scale plantations in Cross RiGtate have been largely unsuccessful and attempts to privatize
these abandonedplantations have led to significant local opposition and suggestions of elite capture of
national assetsAnd n terms of efforts around REDD+ action in Cross River State, there lw®uld
economiccompetitiveness in integrating pa oil production in agroforestry systemshich in turn could
alsohelp to address deforestation and forest degradation and proejoigonsfor carbon sequestration

Thus moving forwardjt is importantto ensure that if efforts are undertaken underB®D+ to promote

palm oil production in agroforestry systertas one arexample) attempts toalsosupport, involveand
empowerwomen within this workand industryshould also bepursued.Research has indicated that
there was a significant difference between income of women engaged in palm oil processitigeand
income of women engaged in other businesses; implying an improvement in the living conditions of rural
women engaged in palm oil, pressing, compared with the living conditions of women in other
businesses.

To note,some key challenges whichural women farmergacein palm oil processingncludes dack of
access to credit, lack of modern farm processing technologies, dend@nership over palm oil trees

and farm lands, high cost of palm oil fruits as well as scarcity of labour and fluctuation in price of palm
oil produce.

Recommendations

When developing the REDD+ Strategy for Cross Rivaesa®d exploring options to promotpalm oil
production in agroforestry systemsaddressinghese challenges faced by women aroupdim oil
processingcan help topromote that REDD-+neasures establishedot only help to address dvers of
deforestation aml forest degradation but also provide adequate livelihoodeptions and support
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equitably to women and merforexample, such efforts could includennovations tomodernize the
processing machinenas well as improveents in infrastructuren rural areas such as wateglectricity
and improvedoad networls. This caimprove thepotentialfor smaltscale women farmers to continue
to earn a living througlpalm oil processing.

Additional steps that can be taken in this regard, include theviofig:

+ Undertake a genderesponsivevaluechain analyses of thgalm oil industry in Nigeria

+ Develop appropriate KM producte facilitate discussions and enhancederstanding about the
lives of rural women and their contribution to the palm oil industry in Nigeria.

+ Undertake analysis to identify good practice examples in involving women in sustainable palm
oil production to replicate within Cross River State.

+ FacilitatePublic Private Dialogue (PPD) meetiags focus group discussiongith womento
discusdgheir role in the oil palm industry in Cross Rivers State

+ Undertake apacity building workshops tequitablytrain women and mernnvolvedin palm oil
productionon modernand more sustainablearm processing technologies

+ Brochures with data of economialue of theoil palm industry in CrossRiveri 6 S | YR 62 Y
contribution to the resilience of the sector.

+ Promoteg 2 YSyYy Q& S| diafinanceinc®ntiveronBiahthey canalsoqualify and meet
loan collaterarequirementsaroundsustainabé palm oil production

+ Undertake genderequitable land titling processeand governmentfacilitated land tenure
clarification to promote equity among women and meim land ownership and control. +
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V. FUELWOOD
_. B

Photo by Olivier Girard for Cest for International Forestry Research (CIFOR

Fuelwood is the main fuel used for cooking in Nigeria, forming about 70.64% eri¢hgy mixsee table

2 below). However,in 2016, the International Centre for Energy, Eraiment and Development
(ICEEDY'estimatedthat 93,000 Nigerians, mostly women and childrdig, annuallybecause osmoke
inhaled while cooking with firewoodeaths from firewood smoke are the third highest killer in the
country after malaria (225,000) and HIV (192,0@8y this can battributed to lack of access to cooking
gas and kerosené&irewood is mostly consumed in rural areas while charcoal is predominantly consumed
in periturban and urban areas as the main fuel for cooking at roadside food outlets, in formal restaurants
and atthe household levelAbout56 percent of households in Nigerian urban cities st#él firlgwood to

cook and aroun@0 million households depend solely on wood as a souirégebfor their daily cooking.

The unregulated nature of the firewood and charcaadustry is an important issue for the REDD+
programme, as its a driver ofleforestation and forest degradatidn Cross River Sta@edHowever, the
threat it poses tdivesandwellbeingof women and childretis even greater.

Coastal communities are obncern asthey regularly harvest mangroves meettheir dailyfuel needs.

TheCrossRiverMangrove is over 258,000 sg. km in size and contains one of the important segyofent
the Nigeran coastal mangrove ecosysterfiNigeria has the largest mangrove ecosystem in Ajrica.
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Mangroves support local fisheries and provide domestic and commercial source of energy for rural
inhabitants of communities in estuary areas.

Table 2 Main sources of fuel for cooking in Nigeria

Source Percentage
Firewood 69.8
Kerosene 26.6

Gas 1.11
Charcoal 0.84
Electricity 0.52

Crop residual/saw dust 0.09
Animal waste 0.07
Others 0.84

Total 100.0

Source FMENV, 2014, quoted from NatiorBlreau of Statistk

However, mndigenous fishing communities in coastal Nigeria harvest mangrove wood mainly for
household domestic energy purposes especially cooking and fish smoking. These have put severe
pressure on the mangrove forests leading to skg@oastal degradation and deforestatigrhich has

limited the ability of the mangrove vegetation tolfil its numerous functionsThe wood is nobnlyused

for charcoal andirewood, but also forwood distillation, poles making, building and floggiof houses,
foundation piling, scaffolding, fishing stakes and-gritps and more The increasing demand for
mangrove forest wood and the gradual but steady encroachment and spread of the Nypa palm (an
invasive mangrove forest plant) has exposed the m&BgdS F2NBada 2F bAISNRI Qa
but further degradation and consequent depletioAround2604 knt of mangrove foreshas been lost

between 1980 and 2006.

Women in these communities generally carry out indigenous methods of fish sgnakirich exposes
them to a variety of irritant pollutants, some of which acarcinogensWhen firewood is burned inside

the home; toxic fumes fill the lungs of children and threatiee health of the entire famil*. Women
spend an average of the to seven hours per day near stove preparing food. Young children are often
carried on their mothers back or kept close to the warm hearth. Consequently, infants spend many hours
breathing indoor smoke during their first year of life when their -si#ieloping lungs make them
particularly vulnerable to hazardous pollutantgcording to the World Health OrganizatiM/HO) fifty-

six percent of all indoor air pollution attributable deaths occur in children under five years oThge
inefficient burning of solid fuels on an open fire or traditional stove indoors creates a dangerous cocktalil
of hundreds of pollutants, primarily carbon monoxide and small particles, but also nitrogen oxides,
benzene, butadiene, formaldehyde, polyaromatic hydrocsyd and many other healtlamaging
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chemicalsEach dayand for hours at a time, women and their small children breathe in amounts of
smoke equivalent to consuming two packs of cigarettesdagr YVHO, 2006)

Recommendations

The challenge of finding alieative energy solutionthat are sustainable, efficient and prpoor is an
important investment priorityfor the REDD+ programme @noss River Statdt is suggested to adapt a
twin track approach and focus on sharing knowledge about improving the geament and restoration
of the mangrove ecosystem in Cross R&tte whilstalsofocusing orreducing smoke inhalation during
cooking with fuelwood, through the introduction of low castdenergy efficient fish smoking ovens.

There arecurrently veryfew accesble or affordable alternatives to biomagsiergy because obvious
candidates such asolar, wind- and hydrebasedelectricity generationare either unavailable or too
expensive.There isalsoa knowledge gap about whatorks for rural communitiesto reduce use of
fuelwood and this must be filled quickly to tackle a critical driver of deforestation and forest degradation
andi2 A YLINR @GS 42 YSyMok specickStiitiesay &so kdubef (i K ®

+ Building on existing studigs.g.Sudies and market assessmentsdertakenon Nigeriaby the
Global Alliance of Clean Cookstoy&s undertake gender responsiveanalytical studies on
fuelwoodusein Cross River Staterhichinclude assessindpealth impact of using fuelwood on
women and childremswell asimpact of carryingandsearching for fuelwood for long distances
every day

+ Drawing from curreninitiatives such as thosen energy efficient cooking stovesithin the
country (e.g.Solar Sisters, Envirofit International, &), undertake analysis to identify good
practice exampledor replicationin promoting ¢ 2 Y S ¥rpadwerment within the design
finanae, and implemenation of alternativesolutions forfuelwood useor housholds including
improved ooking stovesnd alternative energy sources (e.g., solar, biogas, liquefied petroleum
gas, minihydro, wind, etc.)

+ FacilitatePublic Private Dialogue (PP®Jyrkshops to explore opportunities fdinancing and
supportingalternative energy sourcefor cooking(e.g. production and use oénergy efficient
cooking stoveadvancementamongt others)in Cross River State

+ Working closely with the currengovernment initiative of developing a 3@ar Growth and
Development Strategyconsult with both state (including the Ministry of Women Affairs and
Social Development) and neatate stakeholders (e.g. women, men and youth stakeholders from
local communiies, CSOs, etdg ensure that the weaknesses outlined by the Nigeria Alliance of
Clean Cookstoves (NACGK? validated as well aare taken intoaccountand addressedwithin
the narrative on energy and infrastructure section of th8trategy. Similarly, ensure such
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findingsand actions are then incorporated and supported within the REDD+ Strategy within
Cross River State.
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V. Ancient Traditions and~orest Conservation

Photo CaptionAfrica, Benin, Ouidah. Local women performing traditispaitualdance in font of iroko
tree in Kpasse Sacred Forest
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