FOREST LANDSCAPE RESTORATION FAQS
What is forest landscape restoration?
•

•

Forest landscape restoration is a long-term process of regaining ecological integrity and enhancing human
well-being in degraded and deforested lands. A few principles of the forest landscape restoration approach
include:
o Restoring a balanced and agreed upon package of forest functions;
o Active engagement, collaboration and negotiation among stakeholders;
o Working across an entire landscape; and
o Learning and adapting over time.
There is no magical, one-size-fits-all blueprint for forest landscape restoration. A restored landscape can
accommodate a mosaic of different land uses. In comparison to tree farms, forest landscape restoration
involves a diversity of tree types planted to restore a balanced package of forest functions. The result is a
healthy, productive landscape that is sustainable and climate resilient.

How does forest landscape restoration help efforts to stop deforestation?
•

By welcoming trees back to a variety of land uses, including in agriculture, ecological corridors, regenerated
forests, managed plantations, and agroforestry systems, forest landscape restoration can help meet
demands for natural resources, like timber or food crops, and reduce pressure on primary forests.

How does forest landscape restoration contribute to a healthier climate?
•

Forest landscape restoration results in measurable carbon sequestration through a demonstrable increase in
above and below-ground biomass. IUCN has estimated that restoring 150 million hectares of degraded
forest and agro-forest lands would:
o Remove 1 billion tons of carbon from the atmosphere each year
o Reduce the current emissions gap by 11-17%.

How can forest landscape restoration benefit the economy?
•

Forest landscape restoration brings the many natural services provided by trees and forests back to a
landscape, including timber and tree crop production, water purification, soil retention and shade and soil
amendments for crops. IUCN has estimated that restoring 150 million hectares of degraded forest and agroforest lands would generate each year:
o USD 85 billion contribution to local and national economies.
o USD 6 billion in additional crop yields.
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How does forest landscape restoration impact food security?
•

By potentially stabilizing water flows, improving soil conservation, and shading crops to reduce irrigation
needs, forest landscape restoration can be an important tool for improving food security, particularly in dry
climates.
o In Niger, smallholder farmers restored more than five million hectares of semi-desert into
productive open woodlands using a forest landscape restoration approach in the late 1990’s. As a
result of increased tree density in these woodlands, crop yields increased by more than 100
9
kilograms per hectare, producing enough cereals to feed an additional 2.5 million people a year .

What is the potential for forest landscape restoration?
•

Across the world two billion hectares of deforested and degraded lands offer opportunities for forest
landscape restoration.

Who pays for forest landscape restoration?
•

Restoration is a strategy for fulfilling many national goals and international commitments, including those
for rural development, water and food security, and climate mitigation and adaptation. Funding for
restoration often comes from domestic budgets but can also originate from private sector participation,
public-private partnerships, and access to multilateral funds and foreign development assistance.
o In Costa Rica private forestland owners have restored hundreds of thousands of hectares of
degraded forestland over the last few decades by harnessing public loans and tax incentives to
enter existing markets for wood products. Products from restored forests are now exported all over
the region, creating further market-based incentives for restoration.
o Rwanda’s two million hectare Bonn Challenge pledge, representing nearly two thirds of its land
area, is being pursued through domestic agency budgets as a way to fulfill its ambitious
development goal, Vision 2020. Additional funds and technical support for restoration are expected
to come from overseas development assistance and civil society. Rwanda is also looking to foster
private sector participation, particularly from a water-intensive tea and coffee plantation sector.

Who is actually doing forest landscape restoration?
•

The principles of forest landscape restoration are based on decades of experience in restoration generated
in every region of the world.
o South Korea restored 6.4 million hectares of degraded forest lands over the last few decades using
a forest landscape restoration approach, resulting in $15.44 billion in water storage enhancement,
$11.23 billion in erosion control, $9.74 billion in recreation benefits, and $3.95 billion in landslide
prevention.
o The United States has been actively restoring up to 15 million hectares of deforested lands using a
forest landscape restoration approach, from Georgia to Washington State. These efforts have
resulted in 94.1 million cubic feet of timber sold, 1,158,000 green tons of biomass produced, more
than 537,000 acres of improved wildlife habitat, and more than $290 million dollars in labor income
spread across more than 6,000 restoration jobs.
o China is now planning to restore key watersheds serving its growing megacities using a forest
landscape restoration approach. Pilot projects in Beijing will help meet the drinking water needs of
nearly 21 million people.
o Assessments of forest landscape restoration potential and planning for forest landscape restoration
implementation are now underway in more nearly 20 countries worldwide, including in Rwanda,
Uganda, Mexico, Guatemala, Ethiopia, Indonesia, India and many more.

What is the Bonn Challenge?
•

The Bonn Challenge is a global aspiration to restore 150 million hectares of degraded and deforested lands

•

•

by 2020 using a forest landscape restoration approach. It was launched at a ministerial roundtable in Bonn,
Germany, in September 2011, by a bold group of world leaders.
It was designed as a catalyst for implementation of the UNFCCC REDD+ goal to slow, halt and reverse forest
cover and carbon loss and the CBD Aichi Target 15, which calls for restoration by 2020 of at least 15% of
degraded ecosystems. It also contributes to the land degradation neutral goal adopted by the Rio+20
Summit, which contributes to the objectives of the UNCCD, as well as to the Global Objectives of the UN
Forum on Forests (UNFF), which has called on all UN member states to implement forest landscape
restoration, among other international priorities.
The Bonn Challenge enjoys support from the public: more than 1 million votes were cast for the Bonn
Challenge as the most important forest action for Heads of State to endorse at the Rio+20 Summit, second
overall after sustainable energy

How does the Bonn Challenge work?
•

Nations, companies, individuals and institutions pledge to restore degraded lands they own or have the
rights to manage – and they begin to restore, often with technical support from IUCN, WRI, and other
members of the Global Partnership for Forest Landscape Restoration. We help facilitate the planning and
implementation of successful restoration - but we also provide support on the front-end, before a pledge
has been made, to provide knowledge on restoration potential, build political will, or help catalyze necessary
finance. Potential pledges are submitted to the Global Partnership on Forest landscape restoration, through
IUCN as its Secretariat/Coordinator. The Bonn Challenge process also enjoys continuing support from the
Government of Germany.

How far have we come?
•

Numerous countries and organizations have made pledges to the Bonn Challenge or are in the process of
preparing pledges - to date 20 million hectares of degraded lands have been pledged for restoration, with
another 30 million being considered for additional pledges. Our diverse and impressive cohort of pledgers
includes:
o The US Forest Service, with 15 million hectares,
o Rwanda, with 2 million hectares,
o The Brazil Mata Atlantica Restoration Pact, with 1 million hectares,
o El Salvador, with 1 million hectares, and
o Costa Rica, with 1 million hectares.
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